57 

ail epee 

Severe gan tre es a piney 

sees Rear nae 

+ = 2 - , : 

(abe d 2 4 

te ; c Ore eeere 
a z 3 : res 1999559055 3723 

Fetertitrespeeetare eeteer; sas rssesstsigiseesees oe 

*f } : oes LEELA oe. 


po eet 


Sebiers 
tee 
PEs 
Ree ree 

testerepre Se spseserars 
ae Seeeteeie 
Hatasseesssesscssesses 
seestereseressct cess: 
peers 
esiere PAL 


#5e% ; 
oe -4 
z, 


fern 
at 


aie 


re rera esti 


FEeres re 
stare: ied siete 
ei eaeer 
aa tB Si stgdzr ees eras itats #5 
Be, 
pte Hig: aserHE EEreecreeeeree 
s7s2s6e *= 3? 44 
sraelertezh ; splerhasttstssedtacitae Pe agsseiihi: 
sf 


32582553 
ae 33 
i342 3303 
: 37995353 
isthe httiets 


ees 3 
Py te 
PE SHHILURSEE 
Higstcfe33383 


rd Be 
By 
nat 


sa 


E53 bS523 

BiSSRsEs i8a722 

fone 

fiz F573 
sigessaSiaiesets 
S535372 78537 5232s 
SP Sai ai 


" 
aR 
eget te 

hast Subs} 
 ghaoret teyee 


ay oe 
ren 1) 
rut 


Sg3ezeacete tires 
ced gistrtgsry $2? 


fjeigeeiteis 
atta Feeds 


siieests ipsizigit 
highs torted 
oh 


aerect 


tone 
oe ree 


sitesi: 


aes 
2g S> $28. 
a3 leaped ciskt 
itsestacs etires 


betes 
epee 


“28 


weukeseeaes 
cefisspetsstestetissmetatatsseeesetes c 
bsbietrrtettetecsircste trp srsrte ne tiessernstiesc tse 


fastisits 
<* ste tatefepetateteetiisseeet ees 
- ~~ ateetses 


ee A aie 
y Aly iAM 
i LS " 


f w é 
ee 


> 


Fh REO 
*. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


oF THE 


pee 
lie 


SLE Or nw 


TOWN OF SANBORNTON, 


- 


FOR THE YEAR 


EINDING MARCH, 1859." 


Destqelemen's Book and Job Oreds, Zuconia, Y. B. 
1859. 
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REPORY 


Of the Selectmen of the Town of Sanbornton, for 
the year ending March, 1859. 


March 10, to cash in the Treasury 293 95 
do received of Jeremiah 8. Sanborn 8 00 
do do Daniel Prescott 4 20 
do do KH. Chapman £200 00 

June 25, Literary Fund 281 00 

Railroad tax 1857 238 21 
Cash borrowed of J. H. Taylor 2 00 
do Received of J. Tenney for lumber 1 65 
do do of D. B. Plummer for Mrs. Oawley 140 60 
Borrowed of Jannett Wadleigh 218 91 
do J.H. Taylor 200 00 
do David Brown 185 00 
Mash received of H. T. Hale, back tax 4 20 

Received of the County for the support of Nathaniel 

Woodworth and James Cassendy, maintained at the 
Alms House 49 76 
Amount of taxes committed to the Collector 5469 69 
Fund interest 177 27 
Received of Isaac Smith for lumber 1 00 
Borrowed by note of J. P. Dearborn 409 99 
87884 43 

PAID OUTSTANDING BILLS, 

Paid William S. Woodman, A uditor 18 57 1 00 
Jeremiah 8. Thompson do do 1 00 
Joseph P. Dearborn, Seleotman do | 3 00 
Joseph Wallis do do 3 00 
David Burley do do 3 00 
Joseph Wallis for getting reports printed 1 00 
The Town of Gilford for widow Ira T. Folsom 7412 
School District No. 15, School House tax 89 15 

do do 19, do do 1 46 
Printing report 14 00 
Town of Woodstock for John P. Sawyer 10 00 

_ Jacob Copp for E. Chapman 1 00 
Thomas } . Sanborn 2 00 
Joseph S. Robinson 91 
James Clark 2 00 
Chase Rollins ‘2 10 
Demick & Eastman OA 


P. Marsh for B. Whipple 
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Robert Grey, parsonage interest 16 00 
Abel W. Brown, Selectmen’s board 1857 6 80 
$167 98 

PAID ON ROADS AND BRIDGES. 

Paid B. T. Brown for plank 26 64 
Jacob Copp on road 5 04 
Noah B. Brown do . . 1 00 
John Shaw 23 57 
S. Martin 30 00 
Hiram Davis on] road 1 00 
Jonathan Danies do and plank 6 66 
Moses P. Piper for plank 10 11 
Jacob Swain on road 19 22 
Joseph W. Moses on road 1 00 
FE. Cawley do 2 75 
Joseph L. Connor for plank 7 99 
Ruffus Colby on road 3 00 
J. W. Blake do 1 00 
Frank Knowlton on road 6 15 
T. R. Morrison do 1 76 
L. Smith on bridge 3 70 
N. G. Ladd 40 00 
C. Sanborn on road ’ 2 25 
D.R. Caverly do 2 00 
A.J. Taylor do 3 10 
W. H. Sanders do 1 25 
D. Sanborn land damage ; 1 00 
A. B. Wyatt do 10 00 
H. D. Dalton on bridge 2 00 
P. C. Shaw land damage 8 00 
John D. Lawrence land damage 5 00 
k. G. L. Bartlett co 11 00 
Thomas Eaton on:bridge e 31 00 
D.. B. Sanborn on road ' 3 75 
Thomas Lyford do 14 10 
Elkins Chapman do 57 
James KE. Knox do 49 00 
Chailes B. Perley land damage 2 00 

Go do onread 75 
Thomas Buswell on bridge 108 00 
Sylvester Brown on road 26 97 
John T. Eastman land damage 12 00 
Nathan T. Wyatt on road 2 00 
Chellis Sargent land damage $1 34 
J.-L. Keazer on bridge 12 50 
J.-P. Tilton land damages 12 00 
David Burley for plank 7 96 
J. C. Tilton land damage 12 00 


Darius Dockham land damage 3 50 


William B. Huse for plank ‘ | Ig 36 


Nathaniel Gilman on road 5 30 
Daniel K, Abrams for plank 1 35 
Daniel Prescott on road 4 50 
B. M. Colby land damage 44 00 
B. P. Burley bridge 1 00 
James Clark 4 00 
B. J. Cole for lumber 283 88 
Charles Emerson on road 30 09 
Noah J. Shute for plank es: 3 50 
Thomas Lyford land damage ' 15 00 
Thomas C. Buzell on road , 20 00 
A.B. Sanborn on road 1 50 
Daniel Titcomb do 1 00 
Carr Huse for surveying 75 
Joseph W. Moses on road 3 00 
Horace Sanborn’ do . 1 20 
D. K. Abrams land damage , 42 00. 
Ward E. Gilman on road 1 50 
J. B. Batchelder for plank 1 37 
Aaron Hill 5 00 
A. J. Hunkins on road 2 00 
Isaac N. Law for plank 3 54 
David Burley do 119 
David Brown stone for bridge 1 00 
J. 8. Durrill on road l 25 
Hannah Curry land damage 5 00 

$1096 44 

EXTERNAL POOR BILLS. 

Paid Town of Woodstock, J. P. Sawyer $42 66 
Dr. Carr for Chapman & Silver Bit? 
Dr. B. Cavely for Sam’l Caverly 65 00 
Dr. J. B. Abbott for 115 
B. Lyford for Nath’! Wadleigh 6 91 

_ Leonard K,. Clough for Mrs. Gilman 28 21 
P. C. Shaw for Mrs. Cawley 49 80 
Mrs. Cawley. 3 00 
Dr. J. B. Abbott for Mrs. Silver $3 60 
Joseph Farnum 2 00 
B. T. Brown for Mrs Gilman, wood 14 00 
A. Barnes for Mrs. Silver 3 00 
Eben Chase for John Chase 30 00 
New Hampshire Asylum, John Gould 151 67 

do do Charlotte Dalton 18 55 
Mrs. Judkins for Mrs. Cawley 4 50 
Mrs. Call 5 00 
Lown of Canterbury for J. Twombly 28 53 
WN. Peabody for Mrs. Silver 1 00 
J. Somes 5 00 


A. Barnes for Nath’l] Weodworth 1 78 
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Sarah Fifield for Mrs. Call 

J. M. Clough for E. Chapman 
J. M. Clough for J. C. Silver 

J. W. Sanborn for Jessie Sanborn 
Dr. John Carr for Mrs. Cawley 
Pitman & Tilton for E. Chapman 
J. W. Robinson for Mrs. Cross 
R. K. Parker for KE. Chapman 
E. Blaisdell for Mrs. Cross 
Folsom & Bosher for H. Calef 
Frank Davis for Mrs. Cross 
Pitman & Tilton for EZ. Chapman 
Wm. B. Huse 


PAID CURRENT EXPENSES. 


Paid Teachers’ Institute 


James H. Brown 
Abner Kimball school house tax 
James C. Wadleigh tax refunded 
Betsey Eastman do 
J. B. Parker for medicine 
State Tax 
County Tax 
P. C. Shaw expenses on road 
Peter Copy constable 
Charles B. Perley school district tax 
Dudley Clark pole tax refunded 
Cyrus H. Lane tax refunded 
Seth E. Pecker for medicine 
~ Jacob Copp constable 
d. M. Taylor for Check List 
Morrill & Silsby for stationery 
J. C. Silver wood 
Jacob Hersey damage on horse 
J. M. Taylor town clerk 

do for stationery 
Town of Meredith taxes 
J. D.Tilton superintending school committee 
Josph P. Dearbon as selectman 


do do overseer of the poor 

do do on roads and bridges 

do do horse and wagon expenses out of town 
do do Fund Treasurer 


A. B. Sanborn as selectman 

do do overseer of the poor 

do do — on roads and bridges 

do do —_ horse and wagon expenses out of town 
John 8. Gilman gs selectman 

de overseer of the poor 
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, do do on roads and bridges 16 06 
do do horse and wagon expenses out of town 3 67 
C. R. Heath, Selectmen’s board 24 00 
Abel W. Brown do 11 68 
Abel W. Brown repairs on, Town House 72 
B. M. Colby counsel 1 50 
. $2435 51 
RECAPITULATION. 

The amount of money received by the Selectmen, for the year, up to 
March Ist, 1859, $7884 43 
Account of outstanding bills 167 98 
Roads and bridges 1096 44 
External poor 559 86 
Current expenses 2435 51 
Support of schools 1903 55 
Several religious societies, 171 86 
Paid on notes due from the town 302 67 
Alms House 667 23 
Abatement of. taxes ' 36 41 
Taxes uncollected of 1858 535 42 
Cash in the Treasury 8 00 

$7884 43 


Respectfully submitted, 

JOSEPH P.' DEARBORN, ) Selectmen 

A. B. SANBORN, of 

JOHN 8S. GILMAN. Sanbornton. 

The undersigned have carefully examined the foregoing accounts, atid 
find them correctly cast and properly vouched. 

B. M. COLBY, 
JOSEPH WALLIS, Auditors. 
THOMAS WEBSTER, dr. 


DEBTS DUE FROM THE TOWN. 


Note of John Carr $143 24 
Elizabeth Hastman, interest paid one yeat 190 00 

Mary Hoyt, 1853 175 00 

Janett Eastman, 1855 | (306 00 
Jonathan H. Tayloy, 1857 1400 00 

do do 00 00 

William H. Sanders, 1857 100 00 

Janett Wadleigh, 1859 218 91 
Jonathan H, Taylor, 1858 200 00 

do 1859 or 200.00 

Interest on above Notes, estimated 100 G0 

David Brown 185 00 

Note to J. 2. Dearbon : | 409 99 


$2828 14 


3 
CLAIMS DUE THE TOWN. 


Joseph L. Conner, back tax $45 00 
Wn. M. Durgin do 12 00 
B.T. Brown do 1857 112 99 
B. Cawley do 10 00 
Wm. Burley, jr. 15 00 
C. J. Conner 40 00 
Eight shares of B. C. & M. Railroad stock 4 80 00 
Due from School District No. 16, for locating School House 14 75 
do do IB, ae ae do 6 72 
Railroad tax 194 68 
Due on Parsonage interest 40 00 
Amount of liquor on hand 332 00 
B. F. Brown back tax, 1858 535 42 
Cash in the Treasury 8 00 
$1446 56 

‘Leaving a balance against the the town 1381 68 


A. B. SANBORN, of 


JOSEPH P, DEARBON, ) Selectmen ~~ 
JOHN 8. GILMAN. Sanbornton. 


March 1, 1859. Atthe time fhe Selectmen’s accounts were audited 
there had not been a settlement made with the Collector. To-day, we have 
made a settlement with him, and find of the tax of 1857, reported as 
$112.99 uncollected, but $62.00 uncollected now; the tax of 1858, re- 

orted as $535.42, uncollected, but 300.64 uncollected. The ballance has 
been paid and applied in payment of. the note reported due J. P. Dearbon, 
reducing that to $124.22, 


A. B. SANBORN, 


JOSEPH P. DEARBON, ). Selectmen 
JOHN S. GILMAN, 


0 
Sanbornton. 


REPORT OF THE OVERSEER OF THE POOR. 


’ Stock and provisions on hand, March Ist, 1858 $1880 23 
Paid for provisions and other necessaries at the Alms House . 452 21 
Superintendant 185 00 
Support of preaching 5 00 
Medical attepdance 25 02 

2047 46 

‘rom which deduct stock and provisions on hand 1435 08 
Leaving a bill against the Alms House 612 38 
Average number of paupers at the Alms House, for the year 13 


Ayerage of support per head exclusive of income of farm 47 10 


9 » 
INVOICE OF PROPERTY AT ALMS HOUSE. 


1 Horse $1 50 93 lbs Fresh Beef 7 06 
4 Oxen 283 00 43 lbs Lard 7 00 
4 Cows 132 00 200 Bushels Potatoes 67 00 
3 Two-years old 66 00 26 lbs Candles 4 34 
2 One-year old 24 00 40 lbs ‘Tallow 5 00 
3 Hogs 33 00 4 gal. Molasses 1 50 
21 ‘Tons Hay 252 00 3 gal. boiled Cider 1 00 
103 Bushels Corn 103 00 20 lbs dried Apples 1 66 
30 do Wheat 50 00 4 lbs Sugar 40 
8 do Beans 16 00 8 lbs Tea 3 20 
8 do ‘Turnips 2 00 3 lbs Tobacco 69 
4 Bbls Beef 60 00 2 lbs Coffee 25 
5 do Pork 110 00 402 Opium 2 00 
40 lbs Butter ‘8 00 2 gal. Alcohol 2 00 
60 lbs Chese 6 00 1 bottle Morphene 75 
3 1-2 Barrels Soap 14 00 3 yds Satinett 2 25 
4 do Cider 12 00 it 

2 do Vinegar 8 00 $1435 08 


A. B. SANBORN, of 


JOSEPH P. DEARBORN, ) Overseers 
JOHN §. GILMAN. the Poor. 


SCHEDULE OF FARMING TOOLS AT ALMS HOUSE. 


2 Wagons, 2 Harnesses, 2 Buffalo Robes, 2 sets Wheels and Carts, 2 
Plows, 2 Harnesses, 1 Cultivator, 3 Ox Yokes and Bows, 4 Chains, 5 
Sythes and Snaths, 3 Hay Rakes, 3 Hay Farks,3 Muck Forks, 1 Muck 
Puller, 3 Hoes, 2 Crow-bars, 5 Axes, 2 Ox Sleds, 1 Grind-stone, 2 Shovels, 
1 Grain Cradle, 1 Beetle, 5 Iron Wedges, 1 Pick, 5 Saws, 1 Chisel, 2 
Augers, 3 Planes, 1 Wheelbarrow, 1 Whiffletree, 1 Horse-rake, 1 Frower, 
4 Shaves, 1 Sleigh, 1 pair Nippers, 1 Curry Comb and Brush. 


NAMES AND AGES OF PAUPERS AT THE ALMS HOUSE. 


MALEs, FEMALES. 
Hazen Durgin 72 Nancy Copp . 74 
Charles Thompson 45 Hannah Tilton 69 
James Cassendy 45 Apfhia Gilmar 68 
Hannah Oram 66 
Hannah Marston 50 
Betsey Ellsworth 47 
Susan Leavitt 46 
Jane Davis 44. 
Charlott Dalton &3 


Mary Lord «8 


_gort of the School Committee. 


——s 


4 this Report some things will receive but a notice; others will be treated af 
sore length. There have been 46 schools; 21 summer, 3 fall,and 22 winter terms. 
Your Committee has made 117 visits and. traveled 700 miles. The schools have 
been of a medium order. Some have been superior, some inferior, more between 
these extreme. The improvement of the schools has been sought.. The atten- 
tion of the teachers has been directed to the importance of teaching scholars to 
think for themselves, to be thorough, to understand all as far as they proceeded. 
Whispering has been discarded and its banishment sought. 

Classification of scholars so as to economize time and best promote their 
advancement, has received attention. 

Thoronghness has been urged, if at the expense of speed. 

Especial attention has been eiven to reading, spelling and defining, but not fo 
the neglect of other branches. Penmanship and composition however are too 
much neglected in your district schools. 

Nearly all of your schools have been taught by, fema'es, and whether it would 
be for the interest of your scholars to divide their education more equally between 
males and females; whether it would tend to develope more hardy and rugged 
character is a question worthy of regard. W e suggest it and pass. 

Nor should it be forgotton that in the selection of teachers very much depends 
upon the intelligence, liscernment and discrimination of your Prudential agents. 
Good teachers may always be found and obtained when sought in season ‘and a 
liberal price offered. Scholars better, by far, be at work than under the instruc- 
tion of any others. 

- That teacher who does his or her duty fully, faithfully and efficiently, is above 
price. To this they shvuld be encouraged by all Jaudible means , by parents 
committees, and by all in public or private life. A werld of youth demands it a 
our hands. The future destine of nations waiting a lodgment in their possession 
demands it.. And nobly, manfully, generously should we meet the requisition. 
A worse than the curse of Merez awaits nsif we do not. 

But that this vast work will go on without any friction of machinary we must 
not suppose. We must expect that fora few cents, some will clog the wheels; 
that, for difference of judgment others will apply the brake, for it never was 
otherwise. And itis well: always to have some on the look-out to prevent too 
great speed. 

But whether from ‘habit or the expectation of curing an evil, people complain, 
it is difficult to determine. But, from some cause, there is much complaint of 

_our district schools at the present day, From almost every one we hear “ Our 
schools are not so good as formerly.” We think this is partly true and partly 
false. This we will notargue. Our inquiry now, is, in regard to the source of 
this complaint. It comes from. those who have no scholars and those who haya 
If. it be true the deficiency must exist in the parents or guardians, Teachers or 
Books, school houses Superintendants or scholars; in some, part, or in all. The 
question, is, if there is deterioration, where is it to find its source? If this can 
be found and a remedy applied reliefcan be obtained. The more usnal form of 
the complaint, is, ‘‘ Our Zeachers are deficient.’’ And who are these Teachers? 
Are they not raised among us, and not unfrequently the sons and daughters of 
our own townsmen? Whence then their imbecility? Have they not been well 
‘bred? Well taught ?° If not, where rests the blame? Has the stock degenerated ? 
‘And if so, where is the blame, i if any?. And if the stock has degenerated in the 
ease of the Teachers, how is it with the scholars? And if both, where is tha 
eround of complaint? Better material. in either case, wonld succeed better. I 
leave this for your own soluticn. Let us turn to the school-room. The Teacher 
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js of the right metal. Now we shall have an old-fashioned good school. The 
scholars are classified as their proficiency requires. The school is regulated as 
its interest demands. But a head-flaw comes. Father says, Johny shall read in 
another class; Mother says, Susie shall not get that lesson, and if it is not so they 
shall not go to schoel and so they stay at home, and “* Our Teachers are not as 
good as formerly.’’. The parents wish to govern the Teacher, andif they do not 
succeed, of course, the Teacher is to blame. Butif a Teacher that can and will 
do his or her duty is not premitted so to do, does not the complaint turn upon the 
complainer? Does not the degeneracy lay back of the school room in the homes 
of your scholars? And if we are unwilling to have those measures pursued necs- 
aary to recover the lost glory of your schools, why cast all the blame upon those 
who (some at least,) are ready and able on their part, if allowed, to do it. And is 
not this much like the dog that would neither eat nor let others? » And if so, need 
we look for deficiencies in books, school-houses or Superintendants ? For in relation 
to books good or bad, murmurers never were wanting, and in relation to Super- 
intendants, geod, bad or indifferent, it is no better. With some the work of the 
Superintendant is useless and they so teach their children. And- sometimes 
doubtless it has been so But it is no better if they do their whole duty. If they 
do nothing it is worth nothing, and if they konestly and efficiently perform their 
duty then they are considered officious, and so do nothing or do. something, the 
grumblers perform their work. 

It appears, then, that some are bound to complain and equally bound to keep 
matters so as to have occasion. What then? Why, they must complain to the 
end, and all having anything to do with our schools must seek to do their work 
promptly and faithfully, come favor er disfavor. But when this is the case some 
will succeed better than others. 

So it has been the year past with your teachers. Notwithstanding. all the 
degeneracy inrplied by complainers we have had some good, and some superior 
teachers, while others have been attended with less success; and none so bad 
but that we might have had worse. The principal defects have been, in order, 
knowledge of human nature, and in first principles. The elements of superiority 
were, executive talent, tact, thoroughness and energy. A Teacher needs to be a 
“< living soul,” a live text-book and work with awill. Some of your teachers were 
young and inexperienced. Some had not seen enough of the world, and needed 
that maturity of judgment which is gained thereby.- Several taught in their own 
Districts and would have succeeded better somewhere else. As a rule, we think 
teachers do not succeed asw ell at home. 

I have introduced no new books. A most serious hinderance to the progress of 
eur schools, is, the great variety of text books used. It appears necessary fer 
some one to determine and direct what books shall be used in our schools. This 
must be left with the parents or guardians of the scholars; Teachers, Committees, 
Selectmen, or some one or more designated in such a way that it shall be done. 
If itneeds to be, somebody must do it, andifso, it wi'l be the duty of such to 
attend toit. Ifitis not necessary tne qnaestion needs no discussion. But it has 
been considered necessary, and whether wisely or unwisely, it has been made the . 
duty of the Superintending Committees. Long has it been so. Long have they 
done it. Now it is one thing to recommend the use of a book and quite another 
to direct. Much of the great evil (a variety of Books, in our schools) has come 
from recommending and not directing. If a Committee is competent to recom- 
mend, he is to direct. And if a book is worthy to be recommended above others, 
it is to be directed so, and if so; the disuse of ethers snould be directed. And if 
a Committee is not willing to assume the responsibility of directing, he should nos 
recommend. The old books should be continued until some come, enough vetter, 
te warrant the immediate disuse of the old and tn: immediate use of the better. 
And notwithstanding the despotism of directing the disuse of Books, (in the opin - 
ion of your Committee) no greater injustice has been inflicted on all interested in 
schools than ,by this recommending and not directing. It has a smvother tongue 
and soft hand but it dives deeper into your pockets. wastes the time of your schol- 
arsand divides and scatters the labors of your Teachers; but is not so much 
noticed by fault finders; becanse it is s'ealthy and insidioues. Some things are as 
oppressive in character as others in name. Let it ouce be understood that Com- 
mittees should determine and direct (as the law mixes it their duty) or nat 
recom nendgil (which the law makes the duty of the Board of Educatiuo) got 0l 
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the evil is half cured; and then obtained prudent Committees and the evil will be 
eured entire. : ' 

In sccordance with these views your Committee has sought to be guided. 
The matter however in relation to directing has been carried out only in regard to 
Reading Books. Other books have not been meddled with although it is much 
needed, as it was with the Reading Books. But it was not deemed prudent to 
finish more than one part of what had been begun by many. A frequent change 
is &@ nuisance. There have been changes, in part, almost every year, for the last 
few years. A change was begun last year with the Reading Books. That work 
i have endeavored to make thorough. Several rsasons urged this. There was 
# great variety in the schoools, there being some of five different series. Town’s 
Readers, the most general, had been, asfam informed, used ten years. Tits 
entire change could be effected this year with a saving of many dollars to the 
schools, by taking advantage of the Publisher’s Indroductory prices. The 
amount saved by taking old books in exchange and otherwise, over what they 
would have cost as now retailed,is over sixty dollars. The schools would not 
be classified without great disadvantage, with the old variety of books. An 
entire introduction this year, it was thought, would prevent the introduction of 
any new series fora number of years. The Progressive series, as a whole, was 
considered as good as any. 

_ These considerations led your Committee to try to obtain their uniform use 
throughout the town, commencing with the fall and winter terms. Some objec- 
tion has beea made to them, but nothalf that was anticipated. After allowing 
reasonable time to schools to obtain the Books, the disuse of all others has been 
directed. This (the disuse of the old Readers) was not directed until a case of 
necessity required it, and this not until more than half of the schools had adopted 
the new ones. faving in one case directed, it would have been unjust not to 
have carried it out when emergency required. There has been occasion for this 
in but few schools. : 

The Standard: Readers (to the amount of nearly $30,) have been taken in 
exchange; sometimes as part and sometimes as whole pay for the new books; 
the condition of the books and circumstances have made it difficult to determine 
in all cases what was the most equal way of procedure. One thing rendering it 
60, Was an undue advantage taken in some cases-by those who wished to exchange. 
If any have suffered from the faults of others, it was not intended. 

Many of your school houses are relics of antiquity aud marked mementos of the 
fathers. They remain as the expression of their principles. They chronicle 
what they thiuzht and did for the bulwarks and defence of civil liberty, and 
where they looked for its perpetuity. They speak well of the fathers, but what of 
their sons? They are thoroughly ventilated on all sides, above and beneath. 

A few of your school houses speak well of the present lords of the soil, the position 
and entelligence of the people. | 

In view of the decayed condition of many of your school houses, your Comit- 
tee has conversed with citizens in different parts of the town with reference to a 
. new arrangement by which your districts might be made larger and less in num- 
ber; so that (less school houses being needed) much expense might be saved and 
longer schools had. It is thought that a more’ favorable time for such action, 
(by reason of the large number of wrecks of school houses and several districts 
having none) than the present, will not soon transpire. Whether you will con- 
sider itas deserving regard remains with you to decide. 

A good and tidy school room, and pleasant play ground, have more to do with 
the morals of children than some suppose. A school house with an uncouth 
exterior, with a worse than barn-like school room, which parents nor a commu- 
nity in any wise respect for tl purpose for which used, will not be respected by 
the children.’ We can teach them to respect a dog, but not such miserable apolo- 
gies for places for educaiion. The tendency is to despise, both the places and 
those who furnish them, and hence the most disasterous results upon their mor- 
als. How can it be otherwise? Weshould, then, provide the best of school 
houses: choose the best of our citizens for prudential agents; the wisest and best 
men for Sup. Com; employ the best teachers to be found at any price; be the 
best of pare its and guarians; reise and train up the best of children, leave off 
eomplaining, and all unite te correct ail evils, and to make our schools, town, State 
‘Wad Nation, the best in the world, ; : iy 
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Tn all official duties, with descretionary power, much must depend npon the 
judgment of the one performing them. The approbation or disapprobaton of 
those he serves will depend as much upon their judgment. Prejudice and sec- 
tional feeling may have an influence. Hence looking from different positions , 
from different motives, with diverse knowledge of the case and facts and varying 
judgments, when these are equal, they will approve or condemn accerdingly. 

ence one should do his work, as he thinks is right and best and then submit it 
to the wise for judgment. He who does thus can afford to be disapprobated. 

3 Having endeavored to do thus I now submit this for your examination and 
ecivion. 


-—— ~ 


District Report. 


No. 1. Summer Term, 8 weeks. Winter, 9 weeks. Miss Anna E. Chamber- 
lian, Teacher. Prompt, efficient and successful. Good progress in reading and 
arithmetic. 

No. 2. Summer Term, 12 weeks. Winter, 9 weeks. Miss Electa A. Clarke, 
Teacher of summer term. Miss Hesta J. Melville of winter term. Both rank 
high as Teachers. Each was sick during their term, the last much longer than 
the first. If the last was not a better Teacher, the first prepared the way for 
more to be developed under the instruction of the last. Better order was secured 
in the last term. The studious scholars, as always, made good proticiency. ‘Lhe 
girs are the better behaved portion of the school. 

oO. 3. 

No. 4. Summer Term, 11 weeks by Miss Sarah B. Crockett. Knows her 
duty and intends to doit. Has skill in governing and a good share of aptness to 
teach. Progress in all branches. Winter Term by Mr. Solon F. Hill of 15 weeks. 
Mr. Hill isa good Teacher. He has gained areputation as such, which with 
care, he may vot only retain but add thereto. This schcol in its general appear- 
ance has changed very much for the better since the commencement of the sum- 
mer term. 


No. 5. Summer Term, 11 weeks by Miss Alice C. Cutler; first school. Defi. 


eient in judgment and needs more general knowledge. Some progress. 
Winter Term by Mr. Sylvester N. Burleigh, 10 1-2 weeks. Deficient in energy 
but the improvement was fair. 
No. 6. Summer Term 7 weeks. Miss Sarah J. Burleigh, Teacher. Very 
quiet. Notactivity enough. Grammar class not thoroughly drilled In other 
branches good progress. Winter Term by Miss Allice C. Cutler 11 1-3 weeks. 


Succeeded better than in her summer term and may by perseverance attain toa — 


good position as a teacher. Needs more ingenuity and tact in securing order aud 
in the method of teaching. 

No. 7. Summer Term, Miss Susan P. Commerford, Teacher. A mediuna 
achool of 8 weeks. Winter Term. Miss Lupa Durgin, Teacher. Combines 
nearly all the requisites for a superior teacher. Marked improvement in all 


departments. 8 weeks. ‘ 
No. 8. Summer Term by Miss Mary Li Boutiel 7 weeks. A good teacher, 
but not quite firm enough to obtain good obedience, Fair progerss in all branches. 
Winter Term, by Miss Sarah J. Burleigh, 12 weeks. For some reason the pupils 
were not much interested. Cannot give the specific why. . Some progress. 

No. 9. Summer Term of 9 weeks, and Winter of 7 weeks by Miss Narcissa 
Dearborn. Ranks with the first. Method, order, activity and easy movement are 
eharacteristics. No school made as good improvement in reading. All other 
branches prospered. A small school can be made interesting. 

No. 10. Fall Term only by Miss Helen M. Parker, 14 weeks. Tried hard and 
succeeded well. Some of the scholars were disposed to be unruly, but she s6- 
sured pretty goed subjection. Not quite thorough enough: bnt the school passed 
a good examination in all departments, 

No. 11. Summer Term by Miss Sarah Colby,10 weeks. Talks too muc’ 
wies hard and intends to be thorangh, but does not succeed as well as some i 


— 
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leading her pnpils to think. The school was in good subjeetion and there was 
progress in all branches. ; 

Winter Term by Mr. Charles C. Jewell, 11 weeks. First attempt. Means to 
succeed, and experience will render him an efficient instructor. Some of the 
scholars neglected to furnish themselyes with Reading books for a time and some 
for the entire term, but the teacher performed hs duty well, and if the scholars 
did not progress in their studies it was the fault of the parents and scholars. 

No. 12. Summer Term of 7 weeks and. Winter of 9 1-2 weeks by Miss Phebe 
A. Wadleigh. As a teacher, distant.and somewhat repulsive. School orderly and 
still. As good progress in all studies as could well be, withscholars disinclined. 
Would have had more honor out of her own district. 

No. 18. Summer Term of 7 weeks by Miss Lura Durgin. This district was 
very fortunate in securing this. teacher. She gave good satisfaction, and the 
scholars receive that kind of training which 1s not eusily lost. They would 
bear inspection. ° 

No. 14. Fall Term only of 16 weeks by Miss S. Emily Taylor. This school 
needs a vigorous hand to discipline and controllit. The teacher did what she 
eould to obtain this. Bunt it needed something of a sterner make. One scholar 
refused to obey, and (applicatioa beng maje) he was dismissed from the schol. 
The school was carefully and thoroughly taught and made good progress. Teach- 
er needs to be firmer with reference to discipline 

No. 15. Summer Term of 8 weeks by Miss Angelina B. Colby. Firm and 
decided. Scholars respectful but{noisy. Bait) omewha superficial, but a 
profitable school. Winter term of 11 weeks by Miss Nancy Thompson; a.medium 
school. La discipline. . 

No. 16. Fall Term only, of 15 weeks, by Miss Fanny D. Pearson. Keeps a 
very good school. Inclined to be easy with her scholars, but wins their respect, 
and attaches them to her and so obtains pretty good order, but not enough to have 
the bye stiiland quiet. Her other good qualities enable her to succeed quite 
well. 

No. 17. Summer Term of 8 weeks, and Winter of 91.2 weeks by Miss Emilis 
B. Hunkins. Somewhat deficient in skill, aptness. and promtness. Does not 
elicit the interest of her, pupils as some, but tries, and if she perseveres will not be 
beat. Experience will make her much more efficient. Medium progress. 

No. 18. Summer Term of 7 weeks by Miss Fanny D Pearson. Gave od 
satisfation and the school prospered. In Grammar, Arithmetic and R+ading, there 
was decided improvement. Winter Term of 7 weeks by Mr. Walter G. Tibbetts. 
First schoo! and for the first weeks of the term succeeded well, but the last of the 
school was worse than none. A fewof the large boys dishonored themselves and 
the school, and so the teacher was not wholly in the fault. ; 

No. 19. Summer Term by Miss E. Annie Tuttle, 10 weeks. A good teacher, 
a good school, and nothing to hinder progress of which there was a good degree. 
Winter Term of 12 weeks by Mr. Daniel M. Page. Needs more close mental 
discipline to be an emimoantly successsful teacdher. .Deficient in order. The 
acholars were prompt and studious, and made good improvement. 

No 20. Summer Term of 9 weeks, by Miss Annie M. Brown. A good school, 
but from some misunderstanding as to i's length did not visit it but once. Winter 
Term of 11 weeks bv MrveFrank Knowlton. The fact that he has taught this 


The school develops the mann is. wearing His work ‘’ is good and _strong,’’ 
if with less finish than some. is school succeeds. 

No. 21. Fall Term of 12 wéeks, by Miss Sarah E. Huse. Interesting scholare, 
but she did not give satisfaction toall. The sohool ye not a failure, but not 
very profitable. 

No. 22, Summer Term of 6 weeks, and Winter of 6 weeks, by Miss Mary 
Knowlton. . First attempt, had but little to do, and but little to to do with. .What 
she could to make a school of from two to five scholars she did. 

No. 23. ° Fall Term only of 15 weeks by Miss Rath Ann Hill. Has taught but 
afew weeks before. Has a good degree of perseverance, which does much to 


“school two winters previous a own district, indicates that he wears well. 


——— 


supply a deficiency of skill in governing and teaching. Would succeed betterin ~ 


some other business. 


No. 24. Summer Term by Miss Harrie! E. Keyes, 3 weeks. School but little — 
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¢ than none. Ought to have been dismissed, but was h«ping that she v. 
iw prove. 

Vinter Term of 9 weeks. Miss Angelina B. Colby, made a thorough change in 
the aspect of thisschool. Great improvement in discipline. in scholarship, in 
general deportment and interest, made it evident that “a workman"’ was there, 

that need not be ashamed.” - 

No -25. Summ»r Term of 5 1-2 weeks Dy Miss Narcissa Dearborn. Not as 
much progress in this as in her previous school at No.9. Not well received 
because in her own district. Yet (against their own.wiil, perhaps) the scuolars 
made evident progress in reading, spelling, writing and arithmetic. 

Winter Term of 5 weeks, by Mr. Anstin Y. Tilton. First school and young, but 
did very well for a boy, and gave good satisfaction. Neglected to teach the small, 
scholars the days of the week, the months, &c., and muny older teachers fail in 
the same things. 

No. 26. . 

No. 27. 

No. 28. Snmmer Term only, by Miss J. Jeffers, 14 weeks. School in order 

and respeetful, and if she did not give satisfaction to all, it was not for want of 
effeort on her part. No teacher tried harder. Think she was too desirous to 
please. She had good scholars, and in Grammar and Arithmetic there was fair 
success. 
* No. 29. Winter Term only of 82-8 weeks by Mrs. Sarah B. Page. A neat 
school room,a few scholars‘ and an experienced teacher. afforded a-pleasant 
oppornuity for the skill of the teacher and the development of the aptness of her 
scholars to learn. The school was short, but worth more than some longer. 

In addition to the foregoing report of the schools there have been vetween 30 
and 40 weeks of private school, embracing a term of High School at the centre of 
the town, and a few weeks in each of the districts, numbered 1,2 and 13. 


The amount of tax raised for school purposes is $1431. 31 
Received from the Literary Fund 472. 00 
$1903. 381 

The whole number of scholars in town between the ages of 4 years and 21, 
sareported, is, 655. 
he whole number of weeks of schooling, Summer and Winter, - 426, 
The number of Distriets in which there were schools, 26. 
The average number of weeks to each District and scholar, 16 5-18. 
The average amount of money-to.each scholar, nearly $2 43-50. 


There have been reported in the Registers over 700 instances of dismissal, over 
2000 of tardiness. and 54 of corporal punishment, 627 have attended to Reading, 
627 to i oe ee 818 to Penmanship, 510 to Arithmetic, 44 to Algebra, 326 to 
Geography, 270 to Grammar; Composition 73, History 19, 23 to Physiology, 6 to 
Philsophy and 58 to other studies. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 


JEREMIAH. D. TILTON, . 
Superintending School Committee for the year 1858-9. 
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